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Loyalty is one of the most
quietly powerful forces in human
life. It is the thread that holds
communities together, the invisible
bond that turns a group of strangers
into neighbors, teammates, and
lifelong friends. Whether it is the
neighborhood you grew up in, the
local organizations you belong to,
or the school that shaped who you
are, staying loyal to your community
is not just a noble idea — it is a practice that pays dividends
for everyone involved, including yourself. Community loyalty
is not blind allegiance. It does not mean pretending your
community has no flaws or refusing to acknowledge room
for growth. True loyalty means showing up — consistently,
honestly, and with a genuine desire to contribute. It means
choosing to invest your time, energy, and care into the people
and places that have been a part of your journey, even when it
would be easier to walk away. Loyalty to your community can
look like many things:

-Attending local events and supporting neighborhood
initiatives

‘Volunteering your time and skills where they are needed
most

-Speaking positively about your community and
defending its reputation

-Mentoring younger members and passing down
wisdom and values

-Staying engaged even after personal success takes you
to new places

School is often the first community outside of family that
a person truly belongs to. It is where friendships are forged,
values are tested, and character is built. Loyalty to your school
goes beyond wearing the school colors on game day — it is
a deeper commitment to the institution, its people, and the
legacy it represents.

Being loyal to your school means actively supporting its
culture and well-being. Attend sporting events, performances,
and academic competitions. Cheer for your peers not just
when they win, but when they struggle. Participate in student
government, clubs, and extracurricular activities that enrich
school life for everyone.

Every school has a set of values — integrity, respect,
excellence, service — that define its identity. A loyal student
does not just recite those values; they live them out in
classrooms, hallways, and beyond. When you uphold your
school’s values, you strengthen the institution for every
student who comes after you.

Loyalty does not end at graduation. Alumni who give
back — through mentorship, donations, guest speaking, or
simply staying connected — help build a bridge between the
school’s past and its future. The most successful communities
are those where former members never truly leave, but
instead evolve into pillars of support.

Loyalty to your community and your school is an
investment in something that transcends any one individual.
It is a commitment to shared history, shared values, and a
shared future. In a world that often celebrates moving on and
moving up, there is something profoundly countercultural
— and deeply meaningful — about choosing to stay, to
contribute, and to belong. Your community helped make you
who you are. Staying loyal is one of the most powerful ways to
say thank you. Go (HRS) Chargers! Go Tigers! Go Mustangs!

My loyalty will always stay strong. %
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Brad Gruhot

Marshall Chamber President

Southwest Pro Painting

MN Window Guy LLC

Once Upon a Picnic Events & Rentals

Bri's Delightful Sweets ATTENDEES

MARSHALL

AREA CHAMBER

CULTIVATING THE BEST IN BUSINESS

The Marshall Area Chamber
of Commerce Connection to
Local Business, Public Policy,
Economic Development, &
Community Events

Hoffman & Brobst PLLP
Progress Award for a satellite office!
507-537-0696
HoffmanBrobst.com

Third Street Floral
First Dollar Award
507-476-0714
Find Us on Facebook!

Clean Sweep Cleaning LLC

First Dollar Award First Dollar Award
320-815-8216 507-591-3411

SouthwestPro.com Find Us on Facebook!

WELCOME NEW
CHAMBER MEMBERS!

HartBeats DJ
Lex's Sourdough Co.
Chey Nailed It
West Central Sanitation
BadAss Beebout Bouquets

First Dollar Award The Velvet Paw

507-530-7623
Find Us on Facebook!

Find all our current
Chamber members in
our Business Directory by
scanning the QR Code!

First Dollar Award
Located in Marshall
OnceUponaPicnic.com

THURSDAY DOWNTOWN
y 4PM-7PM

CARS - MUSIC - BUSINESS SPECIALS « FUN

FREE Pi

RE-
ADMISSIONTO THE PUBLIC REGI STE R
SPECIALS | | oo, Bar

Show

FRL, JUNES &
13- SAT.JUNE&

AT DOWNTOWN
BUSINESSES FOR ALL

First Dollar Award
702-325-8358
Find Us on Facebook!
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CARS, TRUCKS & MOTORCYCLES WELCOME!

RECENT CHAMBER EVENTS & HAPPENINGS

Chamber 101
The room was full for
another Chamber 101
held at the Chamber

office last month!

Business After Hours
The Culligan Marshall

Radio Home Show was ?
the host for Business Legislative Update

After Hours in March at  thank you to all who “Generations in the
the Red Baron Arena.  jsined us on the call! Workplace”

Women's Connect Marshall Leadership  Young Professionals

Education Day

SMSU Football
Academy SWWC Service Thank you for taking down
Cooperatives the Christmas lights!
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SUBSGRIBE TODAY!

LOCAL
DAYS A WEEK

We Have Your Local News, Local Sports & Local Advertising!

WITH ANY NEW OR RENEWED SUBSCRIPTION
T T

Southwestern anesota s Daﬂy Newspaper

508 W. Main » Marshall, MN = $37-1551 « www.marshallindependent.com

( LOCKWOOD
MOTORS

Your Chevrolet,
Chrysler, Dodge, Jeep

KRUSE

AUTO GROUP
& Ram Dealer!

1310 East College Drive ® Marshall ©

www.LockwoodMotors.com FORD

507_ 5 37_1 52 6 1651 East College Drive Marshall

507-537-0313
201 Sunrise Ln, Marshall, MN
507-537-1526
=
QClQ

AUTO BODY & CLASS

1661 East College Drive Marshall
507-532-3291 * 800-456-1619
.krusemotors.com




